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Message from the President
Sacheen Mobley-Welsh,
Central Washington University
The year 2014 could be deemed the year of living
dangerously. From Hong Kong to Ferguson and Wall
Street to Main Street, people are standing up in the face
of incredible loss and potential for loss and exploding
the concept of convergence wide open. Factions of
individuals are using their collective voices to speak
truth to power and expose the continued inequality
that makes us all feel less human even if we sit far
removed from the fray. It is clear to me that this time of
crucial intersection is one that feels unsteady, crazy,
and dangerous. It, also, feels hopeful. As we converge
on the Coeur D’Alene resort for another meeting of the
Northwest Communication Association, faculty and
students alike will bring amazing papers, panels and
workshops that allow us the chance to wrestle with the
ideas of convergence (and many other ideas) while,
also, giving us a chance to connect with each other in
ways big and small to grow our academics, our
community, our societies and our world. I look forward
to seeing familiar and new faces as we celebrate
another successful year in April!

Notes from the Conference Planner
Patricia Chantrill,
Eastern Washington University
The 2015 NWCA Conference theme is
Communication and Convergence. Let me explain: in
February of 2015, WSCA will convene in Spokane, WA,
just 35 miles west of Coeur d’Alene. Coincidence? Then,
at the exact time as NWCA’s April 16-18th conference,
the National Conference on Undergraduate Research
will convene on EWU’s Cheney campus—for the first
time ever.
Clearly, the region is experiencing a convergence in
2015. We are moving toward one another; in form and
function, we’re irresistibly drawn to the same
landscape—like that compelling scene in Close
Encounters when the chosen few converged at once on
Devil’s Tower.

Convergence is a process with multi-disciplinary
appeal. Economists argue poorer economies will
eventually “catch up” to richer economies and achieve
income convergence. Sociologists posit that newly
industrialized societies will resemble older ones and
“converge” toward similar forms of social organization.
For IT experts, convergence occurs when functions
once understood as distinct become deeply integrated,
like when cell phones and handheld computers
converged into smart phones. Biologists use
Convergent Evolution theories to explain how insects,
birds, and bats developed the useful characteristic of
flight independently of each other.
Scholars in our discipline have long known that
convergence can undermine communication processes,
enabling group think or exacerbating conflict. And yet,
Harold Giles’ “accommodation theory” explains why we
shift our speech patterns to resemble those of the
people we’re speaking with. Ernest Bormann’s
Symbolic Convergence Theory clarifies group
cohesiveness and the effort to make sense out of
incomplete narratives. In their 2009 Encyclopedia of
Communication Theory, Littlejohn and Foss proclaimed
the general principle of convergence as “central” to
many communication theories. Together, we examine
the merging of industries, concentrations of wealth and
power, intertextual influences and the convergence of
things and ideas across disciplinary boundaries.
Our keynote speaker for 2015 is Dr. Michael
Salvador, Professor and Chair of Communication
Studies at California State University, San Bernardino
and 2012 Recipient of the National Communication
Association’s Christine Oravec Research Award in
Environmental Communication. His research explores
the intersections of Leadership, Environmental
Communication, Rhetoric and Culture. He is also an
accomplished teacher and creative thinker with
important things to say about the necessity of
communication scholarship in a world grappling with
21st century complexities.
While we cannot promise a Third Kind event at
NWCA in 2015, you won’t want to miss this particular
convergence. Something’s happening here.

Journal of the Northwest
Communication Association:
CALL FOR MANUSCRIPTS
The JNWCA invites original manuscripts related to
any context of human communication. All theoretical
and methodological approaches are welcome.
JNWCA is fully supported and indexed by EbscoHost.
Manuscripts considered as they are received, and
acceptance rates range from 15-25 percent. Authors
can expect a decision 6-8 weeks after submission
notification.
Manuscript Preparation: JNWCA follows a blindreview policy, so author identification should not
appear anywhere in the submission. Authors must
separately attach a cover page with the submission
title, the names of all authors, addresses, telephone
numbers, and an electronic mailing address for the
corresponding author, along with a 75-150 word
abstract, and 5-7 key words.
All manuscripts should be double-spaced Word
documents, using 12-point Times or Cambria font.
Manuscripts must follow the current APA style
guidelines. Submissions should be 5000 words in
length.
Authors should submit a statement attesting to the
submission’s adherence to the guidelines of the
National Communication Association Code of
Professional Ethics for Authors, which are as follows:
1. The manuscript is original work and proper
publication credit is accorded to all authors.
2. Simultaneous editorial consideration of the
manuscript at another publication venue is
prohibited.
3. Any publication history of the manuscript is
disclosed, indicating in particular whether the
manuscript or another version of it has been
presented at a conference, or published
electronically, or whether portions of the
manuscript have been published previously.
4. Duplicate publication of data is avoided; or if parts
of the data have already been reported, then that
fact is acknowledged.
5. All legal, institutional, and professional obligations
for obtaining informed consent from research
participants and for limiting their risk are honored.
6. The scholarship reported is authentic.
Manuscripts submitted to JNWCA must conform to
NCA’s codes and include language that is inclusive and
non-defamatory.

If you are interested in reviewing submissions to
JNWCA, please send a CV and your areas of expertise.
Inquiries and submissions may be directed to Heather
Crandall at crandallm@gonzaga.edu, or 509-313-6491.

39th Annual Conference:
CALL FOR PAPERS AND
PROPOSALS
Papers, panel proposals, and workshops will be
considered for conference presentation according to the
following guidelines:
1. The convention program is open to all NWCA
members and those who want to become members.
2. All submissions are due to the Division Chairs by 5
p.m. on February 16, 2015. Please include a
detachable title page with the author’s name,
address, telephone number and email address, and
submit electronically (i.e., in Word or .rtf format).
Hard copies are no longer accepted. No faxes
please. It is preferred that student papers are sent
directly by the student; if faculty members do submit
for their students, please cc the student along with
the submission.
3. Research that has already been published or
presented at another conference is not eligible for
submission.
4. Special attention will be paid to papers and
programs that support the convention theme,
although unrelated themes and submissions are
also encouraged. Proposals that creatively combine
faculty and student work are especially welcomed.
5. Paper length is limited to 25 pages of text.
6. Faculty and students are especially encouraged to
submit papers. Papers should be clearly marked in
the upper right hand corner of their title and
abstract pages; undergraduates should place a “U”,
graduate students a “G” and faculty an “F”. This is
necessary in order to be considered for the
President’s Awards, Best Undergraduate Paper, Best
Graduate Paper, Best Faculty Paper and Best
Faculty/Student Collaboration.
7. Panel proposals should focus on a unifying theme,
which may be the conference theme. Panel
proposals must include: (a) title and description of
the program; (b) a brief paragraph stating the
scholarly importance of the panel and its
contribution to the NWCA conference program; (c)
names, addresses, and affiliations of all panelists;
and (d) a 200 word (max.) abstract of each paper on
the panel. Roundtable discussants do not need to
submit abstracts.

8. Workshops are intended as training and/or
information sessions that can be presented in 1
hour blocks. Submissions should include the
workshop title, the problem or expertise addressed,
an outline of the proposed content, any specific
“takeaways” participants should expect, and the
time block required. Include the name, address, and
affiliation of workshop presenter(s).
9. Presenters must supply any audio-visual
equipment their presentation requires. The cost
of renting such equipment on-site is expensive.
Please consider this carefully when planning your
proposal’s presentation details.
10. We apologize, but we are unable to accommodate
special scheduling requests.
Send your submissions to one of the following divisions
as appropriate:
ORGANIZATIONAL COMMUNICATION
Submissions that explore organizational contexts will
be considered in this division. This may include group
or management communication, public relations, crisis
response, and other topics relating to organizational
criticism, as well as research that explores
organizational communication or the scholarship of
organizational development.
Send submissions to:
Dr. Phil Backlund
Professor
Central Washington University
backphil@cwu.edu
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMUNICATION DIVISION
Submissions that explore environmental issues will be
considered in this division. This includes interpersonal,
small group, organizational, intercultural, rhetorical,
technical, and mass communication about the natural
environment. We encourage submissions from scholars
exploring oral, written, and visual communication but
working outside traditional communication
departments.
Send submissions to:
Dr. Patricia Chantrill
Associate Professor
Eastern Washington University
pchantrill@ewu.edu
RHETORICAL THEORY AND CRITICISM
Submissions regarding the theory and practice of
rhetoric in diverse artifacts, practices and

traditions, or intersections with legal, political,
historical, religious, gendered, philosophical, ethnic,
poetic, and other cultural contexts will be considered.
Send submissions to:
Dr. Henrietta Nickels Shirk
Associate Professor
Montana Tech
hshirk@mtech.edu
INTERPERSONAL & COMMUNICATION
THEORY
Submissions to this division should describe human
interpersonal communication, or explore, develop, test,
critique and/or refine one or more of the many
theories of human communication. Theoretical essays
and empirical research papers using any accepted
qualitative or quantitative methodology will be
considered.
Send submissions to:
Chris Cardiel
Jr. Research & Evaluation Associate
Oregon Museum of Science and Industry
CCardiel@omsi.edu
MEDIA AND CULTURAL STUDIES
Submissions to this division should address issues
related to mass media, popular culture or technology.
Essays and panels may also address cultural and
intercultural communication.
Send submissions to:
Dr. Nadene Vevea
Assistant Professor
Central Washington University
Vevean@cwu.edu
INSTRUCTIONAL AND FORENSICS
DIVISION
This division encourages scholarship concerning
educational practices in communication including
classroom communication and the practice of
competitive speech and debate. Papers that explore
practices in teaching communication or participation in
forensics are welcomed. Panels which present G.I.F.T.S
– Great Ideas for Teaching Speech – are especially
encouraged.
Send submissions to: TBA
Craig Rickett
Instructor
Spokane Falls Community College
Craig.Rickett@sfcc.spokane.edu

TECHNICAL COMMUNICATION DIVISION
Technical communication addresses how we provide
the right information, in the right way, at the right time
to make someone’s life easier and more productive.
Technical communicators investigate how people
communicate about technical or specialized topics or
how we use technology to communicate; other tech
comm areas include the theory and practice of
instructions for how to do something, regardless of
how technical the task is, or if technology is even used
to create or distribute that communication. Papers and
panels that explore best practices and innovations in
technical communication are especially encouraged.
TECHNICAL COMMUNICATION DIVISION
SUPPLEMENTAL CALL FOR “PRODUCTS”
Technical communication students and practitioners
apply theory and practice to communication
challenges, often creating a “product,” rather than a
traditional academic paper. Creation of a technical
communication product requires the same scholarly
steps that are described in a paper, but the results
shape and become embedded within the outcome,
rather than being explicitly described.
The Technical Communication Division invites students
and practitioners to present the products of their
scholarship at NWCA’s annual conference.
This year’s conference theme, “Communication and
Convergence” invites you to examine “coming together”
of ideas and phenomenon from disparate beginnings.
Technical communication products will be considered
for conference presentation according to the following
guidelines:
1. Submissions are open to all NWCA members and
those who want to become members.
2. Submitters must prepare a maximum 3 page (not
including the attachment) “Response to
Supplemental Call” addressing all of the following:
a. Description of Product (e.g., title, product
type, brief summary or overview)
b. Problem/Need Statement (What problems or
needs is this product designed to address?)
c. Customers/Audience (Who are the expected
customers/audience this product is designed
for? If more than one, describe all
customers/audiences)
d. Expected Use of Product (How will this
product be used?)
e. Product Review/Acceptance (Who will take
ownership of the product when it is final? Is
there a review process? If not, how will you and

the owner determine when the product is
final?)
f. Product Effectiveness (How will you measure
whether the product is effective? How will you
know whether the product fulfills the need or
resolves the problem?)
g. Additional Development/Maintenance (Will
the product require additional development or
maintenance? If so, how will this be
accomplished?)
h. Issues/Challenges Encountered (What
specific issues or challenges did you encounter
during development of this product? Are there
“lessons learned” that can be shared?)
i. Product Status (Is the product finished? If not,
when will it be finished? Attach a pdf of the
finished product or, if the product is web-based
or available on the internet, provide a link)
3. Submitters must attach a copy of their Literature
Review.
4. Student products and papers should be submitted
directly by the student.
5. Products and papers that have been published or
presented at another academic conference are not
eligible for submission.
6. Products and papers should be submitted to only
one division. Only the Technical Communication
Division will accept product submissions under this
Supplemental Call.
7. Special attention will be paid to products and
papers that support the convention theme,
although unrelated themes and submissions are
also encouraged.
8. Products and papers that creatively combine
faculty and student work are especially welcomed.
9. Submissions that are accepted will be grouped by
the Division Chair into panels.
10. At the time of submission, the submitter must
inquire as to the availability of a projector, screen,
and speakers to enable multimedia presentations.
Although every effort will be made by the Division
Planner to accommodate multimedia presentations,
due to limited budgets, the submitter may need to
provide their own equipment.
Submit general submissions and supplemental “product”
submissions to:
Cassandra Hemphill
University of Montana
cassandra.hemphill@umontana.edu

Northwest Communication Association
2014 - 2015 Membership and Registration Form
This form can be handwritten or typed.

Member Information
Name:

University:
Last

Address:

First

Position:
Street Address

City

State

E-mail Address:
Highest Degree Earned? (Circle one)
Are you a new member?

BA
Yes

Phone:

(

)

-

Work Phone:

(

)

-

ZIP Code

BS

MA

No

PhD

Institution:

If no, since when?

_________________________________
_______________

Registration Information
The following section is required. Please check ONE option.
Check
ONE

Item
Regular Membership + Conference Fee (One Year Membership)
Includes NWCA Journal & luncheon.
Student Membership + Conference Fee (One Year Membership)
Includes NWCA Journal & luncheon.
Life Membership*
Includes NWCA Journal, conference fees, & luncheon.
Department Scholarship
Includes NWCA Journal

PreRegistration
Price
$80.00

On-Site
Registration
Price
$100.00

$30.00

$40.00

$300.00

$300.00

$70.00

$70.00

PreRegistration
Price
$20.00

On-Site
Registration
Price
$25.00

$5.00

$5.00

$25.00

$30.00

The following selection is optional. Please indicate quantity if purchasing more than one.

Quantity

Item
Friday Luncheon
For members’ guests.
Boat Cruise
For members and their guests.
Graduate Fair Table
For schools to promote their programs.
Total Amount Due:

$

Pre-registration forms and payment must be RECEIVED by Monday, March 9, 2015.
If paying by mail, please make check or money order ($US) payable to “NWCA” and mail to:
Northwest Communication Association
c/o Dr. Dan Peterson, Treasurer
3201 Campus Drive
Oregon Institute of Technology
Klamath Falls, OR 97601-8801
*If you have previously purchased a lifetime membership, please check “Life Membership.” The only payment that will be due from you is any
additional luncheon admissions.

Northwest Communication Association
Mark Porrovecchio, NWCA Content Manager
Department of Speech Communication
205 Shepard Hall
Oregon State University
Corvallis, OR 97331
Address Correction Requested
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